January 27th, 2002
Hi Gavin

Another week gone already. Time is certainly going fast! In just over two weeks it will be Chinese New Year – the year of the horse. Again not much to write about. In my diary I actually wrote that when I went to the Supermarket last week, I bought some soap powder. This is the first I had bought since leaving there; the (concentrated) powder I had left has lasted all this time. 


Temperatures are significantly cooler at the moment. Maximum yesterday only about 16OC. Also has been having a little drizzle. Not much but this is the dry season after all. Went for a swim last Tuesday when it was also cool. Managed to do 1 kilometre without any trouble and without shivering, though I must say that I shoot through the first lap from the shock of the cool water. I will go for another swim this coming Tuesday but then the pool will be closed in February for annual maintenance. 

Went for another run yesterday and it was again pretty good. Getting over that long-lasting injury may be the main reason. Cooler (16OC) which also helps. Ran from Tei Mei Yuk to Bride’s pool then down to the coast, around and back to Bride’s pool and over the hill to Tei Mei Tuk again. Drizzly most of the time but it poured down in the last 30 minutes or so. As I have said before, I like running in the rain as it helps to keep one cool. The overall time was 3 hr 30 min which is only 4 minutes slower than my best. The last section from Bride’s pool to T.M.T. was 48 min which is 2 minutes faster than my previous best. Felt good after the run but had to wait about ½ hour to dry off and wait for the rain to ease off before I good go down to the bus stop.

Not much going on in HK affairs. Mr Tung has announced that he is going to stand again for another 5-year term as CE of the SAR. Not that anyone doubted that he would stand and just as no-one doubts that he will be re-elected and probably will be the only candidate. Most of the past week spent on revising the HK Ckemistry book. Going slowly as the new syllabus requires a lot about thinking and study skills, which is OK, but the syllabus is very hazy about what it actually wants. So, authors often have to ‘second guess’ what is required. 

I have not seen or heard from that guy Sean this past week about helicopter training. But will let you know when I get some information. 

Have just heard on the radio news about a documentary to be broadcast on the BBC soon which provides more evidence that US troops were order to shoot unarmed Korean refugees in the first few months of the Korean War. The 1st (US) Cavalry was mentioned. 

I don’t actually have anything else to write about. Not much this week but have managed to fill one page. (as it look funny to have just one line on the reverse side, I will change the margins a little to get it all on one page.) 

Love

Dad
PS: I now have some more to write about. I ran into that guy Sean. He is looking up some information now and will let me have it soon. He was also talking in general about things you might think about. This is the gist of what he said.

· His boss, who also lives in this building, was trained in the Australian Navy. And the training is good. For example, he can do instrument flying which many civilian helicopter pilots cannot do. But he cannot do things like sling work. 

· The Marines gives good flying training and which is highly regarded. The advantage of such flying is that one can choose form a variety of aircraft types. (Though I don’t know if you can be trained in more than one type.) But to fly with the Marines, one has to be an officer (as you had told me). 

· He also said that the flying side of the US Army also turns out good pilots and one can be an NCO rather than a full officer. Also, flying in the services builds up the hours which count on leaving and getting a civilian job. 
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